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Turn on all lights and open all drapes in the daytime.  Play quiet background music.  Turn on air-conditioning or light fire-
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awkward and rush through if they think they are inconveniencing the owner. 
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Generally, you can claim moving expenses if the move meets the following criteria: 
 
a) You have moved within Canada because the location of your business or employment has changed. 
 
b) The distance between your new residence and your new work location is at least 40 kilometers less 

than the distance from your old residence and the new work location.  Revenue Canada previously 
measured the 40 kilometers distance “as the crow flies” but the Courts have stated that it is to be 
measured using the shortest normal route available to the traveling public. 

 
c) The expenses were not paid on your behalf by your employer. 
 
d) You include in your income any reimbursement or allowance received in respect of the moving  
      expenses. 
 
Students may also apply moving expenses against income, including scholarships and bursaries, in excess 
of the $500 exempt amount, and research grants. 
 
Moving Expenses Include: 
 
 * Reasonable travel costs, including meals and lodging for the members of your household. 
 
 * The costs of selling the former residence, including legal fees, advertising costs and real estate   
    commissions.  Penalties for canceling a lease or discharging a mortgage may also be claimed. 
 
 * Transportation, and related storage, costs for moving all household effects from one location to 
    the other, including boats, cars, trailers, etc. 
 
 * The cost of temporary lodging near either the old residence or the new residence for a period not 
    exceeding 15 days. 
 
 * Where the old residence was sold, legal fees incurred as a result of the purchase of a new  
    residence and any taxes, other than GST, paid on the transfer or registration of title to the new   
    residence. 
 
The moving expenses must be deducted in the year of the move but are limited to the income earned from 
employment or carrying on business at the new location in that year.  If the expenses exceed the amount 
deductible in the year of the move, a deduction may be claimed for the excess in the immediately  
following year, but again this is limited to the employment or business income earned in that year. 
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